
 

ORDINANCE NO. 98-2023(PSH), Second 
Reading, As Amended 
 
By Mayor Seren 

 
An Ordinance amending Chapter 522, “Lead Hazards,” of Part Five, General 

Offenses Code; Chapter 1347, “Certificate of Occupancy,” of Part Thirteen, Building 

Code; and Section 1345.99, “Penalty,” of Chapter 1345, “Enforcement and Penalty,” of 

Part Thirteen, Building Code; of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland 

Heights. 

WHEREAS, lead poisoning is a serious threat to the health of children which 
can cause learning disabilities, language delays, hearing problems, and behavioral 
problems; and 

 
WHEREAS, children living in residential rental units built before 1978 are 

disproportionately at risk for unsafe levels of lead exposure from lead-based-paint 
hazards; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council has determined that requiring all residential rental units 

constructed before January 1, 1978 to have lead-safe certification will help to decrease 
the occurrence of lead poisoning in in the children of Cleveland Heights; 

 
WHEREAS, in 2022, this Council adopted regulations related to lead hazards to 

require rental units to be certified as lead-safe as a condition of obtaining a rental 
occupancy permit, and to authorize the Cleveland Heights Building Commission to 
administer and enforce this requirement (herein referred to as the “Lead-Safe 
Program”); and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to allow for the timely and proper implementation of the 

Lead-Safe Program the original legislation needs to be amended. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cleveland Heights, County of 
Cuyahoga, State of Ohio, that: 

 
SECTION 1. Chapter 522, “Lead Hazards,” of Part Five, General Offenses 

Code, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland Heights shall be and hereby 
is amended to read as set forth in Exhibit A hereto. 

 
SECTION 2. Chapter 1347, “Certificate of Occupancy,” of Part Thirteen, 

Building Code, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland Heights, shall be 
and hereby is amended to read as set forth in Exhibit B hereto. 

 
 SECTION 3. Section 1345.99, “Penalty” of Chapter 1345, “Enforcement and 
Penalty”, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Cleveland Heights shall be and hereby 
is amended to read as follows: 
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 1345.99  PENALTY  
 

(a)  A violation of Section 1351.14, 1347.02,  1347.04(a) or 
(b),  1347.05(a) or (b), 1347.07(a) or (b), or 1347.08(b) is hereby 
classified as a minor misdemeanor. Every day such violation 
occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense 

 
  (b)   Whoever violates any other provision of this Housing Code, 
except Sections 1351.33 or 1351.34, or as described in subsection 
(a) hereof, or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, or fails 
to comply therewith or with any written notice or written order issued 
thereunder, or whoever refuses to permit entry by the Building 
Commissioner or other City department heads or their 
representatives at a reasonable hour, or whoever interferes with, 
obstructs or hinders the Building Commissioner or his authorized 
representatives while attempting to make inspections, shall be fined 
not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned not more 
than six (6) months, or both. Each day such violation occurs or 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.  

 

SECTION 4.    Current Chapters 522 and 1347, and current Section 1345.99, 
as they existed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, shall be and are hereby 
repealed. 

SECTION 5. Notice of the passage of this Ordinance shall be given by 
publishing the title and abstract of its contents, prepared by the Director of Law, once 
in one newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cleveland Heights. 

 
SECTION 6. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time 

possible permitted by law. 
 
 

       

      MELODY JOY HART 

      President of Council 
 
 
 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/clevelandhts/latest/clevelandhts_oh/0-0-0-17589#JD_1351.14
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/clevelandhts/latest/clevelandhts_oh/0-0-0-20499#JD_1347.01
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/clevelandhts/latest/clevelandhts_oh/0-0-0-20543#JD_1347.04
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/clevelandhts/latest/clevelandhts_oh/0-0-0-20549#JD_1347.05
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      ADDIE BALESTER 

      Clerk of Council 
 

PASSED: 06/20/2023  

 

Presented to Mayor: 06/21/2023   Approved by Mayor: 06/21/2023   

 

        

       ________________________________ 
       KAHLIL SEREN 
       Mayor 
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