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ORGANIZING SITE CONCEPTS

The Park Synagogue landscape is poised to develop, through careful enhancement 
of its inherent character, into a cherished place for new and familiar users alike. The 
Park Synagogue Framework Plan outlines a set of planning concepts, which shape 
big moves and organize the design principles for site improvement. These principles 
are based in the notion that this site’s buildings, infrastructure and open spaces can 
be organized around the landscape, much as Mendelsohn’s synagogue building was 
sited and designed to capitalize on and influence the interpretation of this site’s 
remarkable natural features. 

The Framework Plan creates an improved sense of arrival, enhancing access and 
increasing pedestrian comfort. It preserves and strengthens site elements that 
contribute to Park Synagogue’s sense of place – highlighting the site’s hydrology, 
existing ravine, and mature tree canopy. And it takes cues from the existing 
building’s relationship to the landscape – and an interpretation of Mendelsohn’s 
original intentions – by expanding the concept of building on knolls and bridging 
across the ravine, by creating an expanded arrival at the courtyard adjacent to the 
lawn, and by grounding all new buildings within their larger park context. 

In the coming years, Park Synagogue will welcome new communities of inhabitants, 
visitors, and users who will enliven this place, enjoy it and steward it, carrying 
forward the spirit of the many people who made the synagogue central to their lives 
– a place of celebration, observation, reflection, study and learning – both within and 
beyond the walls of the buildings. 
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